
 

 

 
 
 

26 The Forbury 
(The Roseate Reading) 

Twenty Years, and Still Our Town’s Own 
 

Twenty years ago, one of Berkshire’s most storied buildings opened its doors as a hotel for the first time. 
This summer, The Roseate Reading marks that milestone the only way that feels right - by saying thank you 

 to the neighbours, families and friends who have made this place what it is, and 
 by opening our doors a little wider so that everyone can join the celebration. 

 
 

Press Note: July 6th, 2026, Reading, Berkshire – Some buildings carry the character of a place within their 
very walls. 26 The Forbury, Reading, is one of them – and for the people who live and work around it, it 
has always felt like more than a building. 
 
Designed by architects Septimus Warwick and H Austen Hall in the Queen Anne style and opened in 
1911 as the Shire Hall for Berkshire County Council, the Grade II listed building served for seventy years 
as the civic heart of the Royal County, a place where the business of Berkshire was conducted, its decisions 
made and its history written. Generations of local people passed through its doors, and its wide hallways, 
vaulted ceilings and Portland stone portico with Doric columns spoke of permanence, purpose and civic 
pride. They still do. 
 
When the council moved to new premises in 1981, the building stood at a crossroads. What followed 
was a meticulous and loving restoration, one that honoured every original detail while imagining an entirely 
new purpose for one of Reading’s most treasured addresses. In 2006, the doors opened again as a hotel, 
and a new chapter in the building’s long story began – one written not just by those who stay here, but 
by the town that has always surrounded it. This summer, that chapter marks a significant milestone, and 
The Roseate Reading believes there is no better way to celebrate than with the community that has 
always called this building its own. 
 
To step inside is to understand at once that this is no ordinary hotel, and that it belongs to Reading as 
much as to anyone who visits. The original lift shaft runs the full height of the building, now the dramatic 
setting for a cascading Italian chandelier of 86,000 individually hand-strung glass beads, falling from ceiling 
to floor in a spectacle that is at once grand and deeply personal. The wide hallways, vaulted ceilings and 
intricate cornice mouldings have been precisely restored to their original character, charming fireplaces 
and elaborate wood carvings on doors and mantelpieces painstakingly returned to their former beauty. 
In the smaller halls – Eden, the Library and others – the original wallpapers of the period have been 
retained, a quietly radical decision that gives each room a character entirely its own. The council chamber, 
Eden, with its imposing fireplace, elaborate wood carvings and floor-to-ceiling Georgian windows, is a 
room that reveals itself slowly and stays with you long after.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
This is not restoration for its own sake. It is a deep and genuine respect for what Berkshire built here, and 
a promise to look after it for the town. The Roseate Reading offers 55 individually designed rooms and 
suites across two distinct addresses. Twenty-three rooms occupy the main hotel, where the grandeur of 
the original building provides the backdrop for interiors of considered contemporary elegance and quiet 
modern comfort. Thirty-two further rooms and suites in The House offer direct access to Aheli Spa, the 
gym. Right beside the hotel, Forbury Gardens, one of Reading’s most loved green spaces, where so many 
local memories have been made, provides a verdant and historic backdrop that reminds everyone, guest 
and neighbour alike, that they are somewhere genuinely special. 
 
The hotel’s art collection reflects that same conviction. In every bedroom, the fluid equine paintings of 
Paul Ambille, former President of the French Artists’ Society and winner of the Grand Prix de Rome, bring 
vitality and motion to the most private of spaces, alongside Impressionist landscapes by Isabelle de Ganay, 
Master of the School of Rouen, and bronze sculptures by Claire Norrington. In the lounges and library, 
Simon Allen’s sculptural wall reliefs, gilded in white gold and silver leaf, shimmer like water and catch the 
light differently at every hour, a space that feels curated rather than decorated, collected rather than 
furnished. Described by the Evening Standard as the UK’s most stylish Townhouse Hotel, The Roseate 
Reading wears that distinction with the same quiet confidence it brings to everything else. 
 
At the heart of the hotel sits The Reading Room Restaurant and Bar, offering modern European cuisine 
of genuine distinction, a menu shaped by the finest local and seasonal ingredients, prepared with care and 
presented with genuine warmth. From an elegant a la carte dinner to a leisurely Sunday Roast and a 
seven-course tasting menu, every meal at The Reading Room is worth the journey – and for Berkshire, 
that journey begins on the doorstep. To mark the anniversary, and by way of thank you, the hotel is 
warmly inviting its neighbours to the table with 40% off all food throughout August, so that celebrating 
together is something everyone can share in. 
 
Aheli Spa completes the picture, a sanctuary of considered wellbeing open to hotel guests and the wider 
Berkshire community alike. To mark this milestone, Aheli presents a signature treatment created especially 
for the occasion, alongside an exclusive experience combining dining at The Reading Room and a signature 
Aheli treatment, a complete celebration of everything this remarkable address has to offer. On this 
occasion, The Roseate Reading extends a personal and heartfelt invitation to the people of Reading and 
the wider Berkshire community. Throughout August 2026, with 40% off all food and further offers across 
dining and wellness, there is a warm welcome waiting for the neighbours, guests and friends who have 
been part of this story from the very beginning. Whether joining us for an elegant a la carte dinner, a 
leisurely Sunday Roast, our celebrated tasting menu or an afternoon of restoration at Aheli Spa, the doors 
of 26 The Forbury are open a little wider this summer – not as a promotion, but as a heartfelt thank you. 
 
Ravi Birdy, Executive Director, Roseate Hotels and Resorts, said: 
“There are very few addresses in England that carry the weight of history as gracefully as 26 The Forbury. 
This building has been part of Reading’s story for over a century, first as the civic heart of Berkshire, and 
today as a place where that same pride and permanence finds its expression in hospitality. It has never 
really been ours alone - it belongs to this town. To be its custodians is something we never take for 
granted. This summer marks a significant moment in the life of this remarkable place, and we can think of 
no better way to honour it than by opening our doors, and our table, to the community that has always 
been at the heart of everything we do here.” 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Chef Rajesh Maharjan, The Reading Room, said: 
“The Reading Room is, at its heart, a celebration of place, of Berkshire’s seasons, its finest produce and 
the community that surrounds us. There are few greater privileges than cooking for the town you call 
home. This summer we open our doors that little bit wider, and there is a seat at the table for everyone.” 
Exclusive offers available 1st to 31st August 2026. The 40% off all food offer and dining offer include a la 
carte menu, tasting menu and Sunday Roast. Excludes afternoon tea and beverages. For reservations and 
further information, please visit www.roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseate. 
 
About Roseate Hotels and Resorts: 
Roseate Hotels and Resorts, a Bird Group Hospitality brand, is a collection of luxury boutique properties 
united by a deep respect for heritage, a passion for considered design and a belief that the finest hospitality 
is always personal. Whether sensitively restoring landmark historic buildings or creating remarkable new 
properties from the ground up, Roseate brings the same instinct for place, heritage and character to every 
address in the collection. With properties in London, Reading, Bath and Edinburgh in the United Kingdom, 
and New Delhi and Rishikesh in India, the collection is as varied as it is cohesive. Each property is united 
by a commitment to sustainability and a culinary philosophy built around the seasons, local provenance 
and the honest, wholesome cooking that defines every table in the collection. 
 
www.roseatehotels.com 
 
 


